
 

Seminar Invitation 
 
 
                                                  
 

      Date: 15 April 2013 Date: 15 April 2013                                              Da                                                     
 

The Agricultural Research Council – Vegetable and Ornamental Plants invites you 

to a seminar on field-omics, potato resistance biology against pathogens and 

biocontrol that will be held as follows,  

  

Date:                      Thursday, 14 September 2017 

Time:                     10:30 - 12:30  

Venue:                   Agricultural Research Council -Vegetable and Ornamental  

Plants, Roodeplaat 

RSVP:                    Lerato Matsaunyane at LMatsaunyane@arc.agric.za by 11  

September 2017 

 

Presenters:  

1. Prof Erik Andreasson, SLU    Potato resistance biology  

against pathogens   

  

 

2. Dr Laura Grenville-Briggs Didymus, SLU  Biocontrol and effector biology  

in Phytophthora infestans   

 

3. Dr Erik Alexandersson, SLU    Field-omics and automated  

disease recognition in field-

grown potato  
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Erik Alexandersson, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences (SLU) 

 

Erik is a plant molecular biologist studying the interaction between potatoes 

and pathogens as well as potato defense mechanisms both in the laboratory 

and in the field. Erik is also leading a project on biofortification of cassava for 

improved pro-vitamin A content. He is the director of PlantLink 

(www.plantlink.se), a collaboration between Lund University and SLU 

Alnarp to strengthen plant research in Southern Sweden. Erik’s research 

interest include functional genomics and ‘-omics’ data in field trials, induced 

resistance in potato varieties, transcriptomics and proteomics for biomarker 

discovery, global gene expression in the late blight-potato interaction, understanding plant defense in wild 

relatives to potato, identifying potato late blight in the field with the help of drone-based image analysis. 

  

Erik Andreasson, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences (SLU) 

Erik is a professor in plant protection and head of the resistance biology unit 

at SLU. His main focus is studying the ability of plants to deal with stress 

and disease. Currently, his research group focuses on several potato projects 

in which new molecular tools are used and developed to make plants more 

resistant to disease. The diseases of interest are late blight, early blight and 

blackleg. These studies are performed in the laboratory, climate chambers, 

nature and cultivated fields. In addition, Erik’s research group investigate 

topics related to plant innate immunity. 

 

Laura Grenville-Briggs Didymus, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences (SLU) 

Laura is an associate professor in microbial glycobiology and researcher 

in the resistance biology unit at SLU. She is a molecular plant pathologist 

and her research group focuses on molecular and genetic determinants of 

pathogenicity in plant pathogens such as those from the oomycete class. 

The group’s particularly interest is the molecular and genetic 

determinants of disease in oomycete and fungal plant pathogens and the 

use of this information to develop more durable, environmentally 

sustainable control strategies that can be used for integrated plant 

protection strategies. The research group focusses on potato late blight, caused by the oomycete 

Phytophthora infestans, and other oomycetes such as Pythium oligandrum which are mycoparasites and 

therefore have great potential as biological control agents to treat plant diseases such as late blight. 

Furthermore, her research group studies comparative genomics and transcriptomics of diverse and 

understudied oomycetes including sequencing the genomes and transcriptomes Pythium oligandrum, 

Pythium periplocum, Lagenidium giganteum and Phytophthora colocasiae.  

 

http://www.plantlink.se/

